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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATiON. 
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earned patent terhi adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). j * j r 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

SD Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it does not adequately 
Indicate that the claimed invention is to the structure of the single cell window covering. 
Correction Is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. Again, the title does not 
reflect that the recited invention is to the structure of a window covering. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 15-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly daim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, the term "type" renders the meaning of "single-cell column" Indefinite. 
In line 5, the recitation of "the structure" is ambiguous since "the structure" referred to, in 
line 3, is part of a "starting product" and not the actual device being claimed. In line 7, 
"columns" (plural) is indefinite over the initial recitation of "A single-cell column" 
(singular). In the last paragraph, "selected ones" (plural) of internal ligaments are initially 
recited followed by "eliminating at least one of the individual cells". This is indefinite 
since the severing of a plurality of ligaments would establish more than "one", which is 
encompassed by "at least one", cell. Lastly, the phrase "are severed", used throughout 
the claims, may be interpreted more as a method step than a structural limitation, which 
would be improper in the context of these article claims. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Colson et al 750. 

See Figs. 32A and 32B. The topmost "internal" ligaments are severed at lines 
902,904, while others are left intact. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 16-21 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blair M. Johnson whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0526. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (703) 308-2686. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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